[The pathomorphology of chronic alcohol-associated myocardial changes].
Forensic cases of sudden cardiac death were reviewed from the point of view of a history of alcohol consumption. A group of known cases of chronic alcoholism and another group of cases known to have been normal social drinkers without evidence of chronic alcoholism were selected. Cases with evidence of hypertension, ischemic or coronary heart disease, as well as cases with positive toxicological findings, were excluded. Applying the same criteria, cases of sudden death from other causes without a known history of alcohol consumption were selected to form a control group. With particular reference to histological myocardial changes, which are often documented in association with alcohol consumption, no noteworthy differences were found between the two major groups despite the significantly much lower frequency in the control group.